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EDINBURGH NAPIER UNIVERSITY
> Craiglockhart Campus

Craiglockhart Campus is home to the University
Business School but was originally constructed in 1880
as a hydropathic establishment, offering water treatments,
rest and relaxation to the wealthy. Between 1916-1919 the
building was requisitioned by the War Office for use as a
hospital for officers suffering from neurasthenia,
or shell-shock. The treatments pioneered by the doctors
at Craiglockhart War Hospital were innovative and varied.
The medical staff included the celebrated Dr William H.R.
Rivers and Dr Arthur J. Brock. Two of the officers being
treated here in 1917, Siegfried Sassoon and Wilfred Owen,
became the most famous poetic voices of their generation.
The two men met whilst being treated at the hospital,
establishing one of the most celebrated literary friendships
of the 20th century. Sassoon, already a published poet,
influenced the style of Owen’s verse, encouraging his friend
to write candidly about his personal experiences of the
horrors of war. Poems by Sassoon and Owen appeared in
The Hydra: magazine of Craiglockhart War Hospital.
Tragically, Wilfred Owen did not live to see the publication
of two of his most powerful works, Anthem for Doomed
Youth and Dulce et Decorum est, both composed during
his time at Craiglockhart.

From 1920 until the mid 1980s the building was a
Roman Catholic convent, school and teacher training
college, until it was acquired by Napier University.
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EDINBURGH NAPIER UNIVERSITY
0333 900 6040 | www.napier.ac.uk/environment

FRIENDS OF CRAIGLOCKHART WOODS &
NATURE TRAIL
www.craiglockhartwoods.org

THE WAR POETS COLLECTION
0131455 4260 | www2.napier.ac.uk/warpoets

COUNTRYSIDE RANGER SERVICE
0131 447 7145 | www.edinburgh.gov.uk/
countrysiderangers

The War Poets Collection is on permanent display and
the exhibition is open to all members of the public for
self-guided visits during normal Craiglockhart Campus
Library opening times.

Lothian bus services 4,10, 23, 27, and 45 serve the
Craiglockhart Campus and War Poets Trail from Edinburgh
City Centre. Bus routes are often changing due to work on
the tram system. For full and up-to-date details of buses
serving Edinburgh Napier University, contact Lothian Buses
or First Bus directly.
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